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Disability Suspected Form 

 
STUDENT: EC example 1 James       Birthdate: 8/30/2005 
 Last (legal)  First (not nickname) M.I. 
 

Gender: Male Female Grade: pk 
Teacher/Service 
Provider:  

 
Resident 
District:  Building:    
    
Attending 
District:  Building:    
 
 
Are there data to suggest: 
 

 the child is affected by a health or physical condition or a functional limitation that adversely affects 
educational performance (e.g., a progressive condition, a condition strongly associated with adverse effects 
on developmental progress or educational performance)   

 
 there has been a significant status change due to a health or medical condition, injury, etc. – for example a 
traumatic brain injury 

 
 there is an obvious and immediate need for service that may exceed the capacity of general education to 
provide (e.g., progressive loss of sight requiring Braille and orientation and mobility instruction). 

 
 the child’s performance is below standards or expectations, is unique compared to others, and not 
explained by more plausible factors (i.e., attendance or cultural factors).  Summarize: 

 
• the status the child’s hearing and vision:

 
According to a report from the AEA audiologist, James passed a hearing screening in September 2009. 
Vision has not been screened within the past year. Parents have been advised that James’ vision should be 
screened to rule out concerns. 
 

• the information which suggests the child’s educational performance falls persistently below state 
approved standards or typical developmental or behavioral expectations for age and grade level:

 
Parent and teacher interview revealed that while James speaks in complete sentences, he is difficult to 
understand due to multiple sound omissions and substitutions. When context is not known, they 
understand approximately 50% of what James is saying. When this first became a concern, parents 
consulted with their physician [indicates timeframe to help with persistence question]. Since then, 
parents have been modeling correct word pronunciation and prompting James to imitate them 
[indicates persistence in the face of attempts to remediate]. James’ teacher consulted with the AEA 
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speech pathologist who offered additional suggestions for helping James to articulate words and, 
based on his degree of discrepancy and parent’s prior activities, recommended that they proceed with 
the disability suspected process. [Because this is potentially an articulation problem, SLP would get 
involved quickly.] 

 
• how the child’s performance is unique when compared to others in the same setting:

 
In his preschool classroom of 19 children, only one other child is so difficult to understand that it 
impedes communication. Classroom peers’ speech is 80%-90% intelligible for both known and 
unknown contexts. While their speech may contain developmental errors, the errors do not interfere 
with overall intelligibility.  
 

 
 
• other plausible explanations that may account for the child’s lack of educational performance, 

(i.e., lack of appropriate instruction, language other than English, lack of prior knowledge, 
cultural expectations, attendance or mobility): 

 
Based on the fact that James’ parents have used strategies to help him speak more clearly and that 
James’ teacher has implemented strategies since he began in the preschool program a lack of 
instruction is not indicated. ELL issues are not involved as James speaks English. James has had 
access to preschool and other community opportunities to learn and use language, so attendance and 
mobility issues do not appear to have contributed to James’ speech concerns. 

 
 

Documentation of Decision:   
 
Participants involved in decision: 

Name Position Name Position 
Mrs. Teacher Teacher   
    
    
    

 
Is disability suspected?  Yes  No   Date: 9/27/09 

Note: 

• Written parental consent for a full and individual initial evaluation must be sought when disability 
is suspected.   

• Prior Written Notice of a refusal to conduct an evaluation must be provided when parents have 
requested an evaluation and disability is not suspected.   

• This form must be retained as a part of the student’s records. 
 


